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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-33
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: January 13, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: January 15, 2009
Type of Action: Amendment of prior ordinance to increase compensation rates for outside legal counsel
Bill Summary: The bill amends previous Ordinance 2001-460-E to increase the maximum compensation rates for attorney and paralegal services for outside counsel involved in Better Jacksonville Plan Road Program land condemnation proceedings.  The maximum rates are increased as follows:
· Partners – from $195 to $285 per hour

· Associates – from $165 to $230 per hour

· Paralegals – from $75 to $125 per hour

Background Information: With the inception of the Better Jacksonville Plan in 2001 the City Council authorized the General Counsel to obtain the services of outside legal counsel to assist the City with the large volume of property condemnations associated with the extensive BJP road project list.  Eight years have elapsed and the prevailing rate for legal services has increased since the original maximum rates were authorized.  This bill increases the rates to current prevailing levels.
Policy Impact Area: Better Jacksonville Plan outside legal counsel
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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